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SCALE MODEL
DRAG RACING

who ran against Iev Cox's Ram 850 powered
Fiat competition coupe, The Ram was too
much for the Pittman theugh, 25 Cox took
the race with & 1.24 et. The final race in
the first roumd had Chueck Blavnoy facing
that man again, Jlim Rhoden, Rhoden's
dragster led Blavnev's dragster from wire
to wire and 1 looked as if Fim still had his
winning wavs, bot & look at the clock
showed & 1.18 et Fim had eliminated him:
self by going below 1.20; so the race wenl
to' Blayney. Hetchler drow the byve run and
turned-a 124 e1, to start the second round,
And then in another perfect run of 1.20
e.l. Blavner defealed Cox. This left Hetch-
lert and Blavaey, wha both had 1.20 runs
earlier, for the final rdn in the 120 ¢L
brackel. This was taken by Heichler with
alided

The first round of fuel dragster class
pitted John Cakra™ ratl agamst Ray Yales
“Super Sano" fueler: Rav's car is-also fast
a5 he won the race with a 112 et This
brought up Jim Gallagher, the owner of
I &7 Raceways, who came ot to tesi the
tremendous traction of Whittier Raceways,
to face Bob Ballesty, Dok has been run-
ning real good fately, and put Jim on the
trafter witha run of 1.13, This lefi Manuc
Maldenado's “Flexi Flver™ to make a stngle
run. In the Fuel Top Eliminator division
single bye runs can be made on 36-volis
or on A-valts if the contestant prefers.
Maldonado has his car set up o ren on
Ah-volts racing At I & F but he elected
to play 1l safe and make hiz byve run on
J0-volts. But, he wids another onc that
didn't count on the traction; the car went
about five feet and then jumped out of the
slot eliminating itsell. This left Yates and
Ballesty to battle it out for fuel drassier
clasz. and with only 01 second differsnce
between the two cars i promised fo be a
ool race. And that it-was, with Yates
the winner in-a cloge one with & 1.10 e,
With Yates the winner of fuel drag class
at 1180, Tim Kirkwood the winner of fuel
gompetition coupe at 1.0% and Warren
Stone the winner of fuel modified roadster
at 1.11 westill had some good racing 1o go.
The three of them Mipped coins to see-who
wiold be the odd man dand make the hye
rone Yates loeked out'on this and made his
single turning a .13 e.t, This left Kirkwood
and Stone; bath: of whom work at Western
Model Raceways and race under the Speed-
way Products banner, 1o race each other
Bath of them prepared their Ram 850
powered charpgers, cleaned their tires and
the track. The cars left the line topether
and stayed that way 'til just before the
finish line where Kakwood pulled ghead
to win with 2 1.11 e, This [eft Kirkwood
and Yates for the fingl run for fuel Top
Eliminator. Kirkwood figured that his and
Yales el s were too close for comfort and
be decided lo-camble a liltle and pell some
of his nose weight. The cars were placed
on the frack, Kirkwood had his fingers
crossed  the start bufton was pushed. Kirk-
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on o Russkit wheels

wood's competition coupe pulled in the lead
and weon poing away tomming o104 et
This is the quickest dual var lime ever
turned in 1his area. and was dlso low. et
of the meet. Besides being a greal drag
rager, Jimy is also s preat road-racer and
al ane lme was almost unbeatable on the
road courses: There are very few guys who
have done this well in° both fields of slot
CRCINg.

With the racing over, I had.a chance
fo pot down my pengil gnd paper and join
in the record attempts 1 was afxiows to sam-
ple some of this: Whittier traction. I care-
fully cleaned (he German tires mounted
pn my fuel dragsier
with Energine, and then gave them time
to thorouphly drv. T next used Windex
and paper towels to clean the steip fram
starling bine to Anish line, The strip was
beauriful and looked sz smooth sz glass,
Spectal contact cleaner was carefully applisd
to the commutator of the Ham %57 motor,
with care teken to prevent zny from pel-
ting on the tires, The car was geared 7.9:1
and abways broke the lires lopse for the
first 15 feet at-J & 1, where it holds the
record at 106 e, Tiplaced the car on the
track and ‘seated’ the resc tires, they felt
fike thev had a good bite, The stgrt bution
wis pushad, the' car leaped forward like
a-shot with no wheelspin! ~Aboot 15 fect
out the nose liffed about Y-inch off the
track and held i ke that for- 15 more
feet giving perfect weight transfer to the
rear wheels, The {front end theén settled
Back to the track wnd the car fnished what
loeked like a real strong ron. Jim Bartosh.
who was runming the meet, read the clock
and announced the tme as. . D975 S5EC-
ONDSN This: is the first West Coast cat
o turn under the magic one second barrier!
The car also made back-up runs af 1040
and 1.07 secomds. [t-was a full five minutes
befare the clock could be resel as cvery-
one. wanted to read it for themselves, A
preat deal of the credit for thig performance
must be given to Larey Ensley for his fan-
tastic track,

At this time Larry presented the awards
to the winners. By some add coincilence
the first name winner of every eliminator

division was Jime Tion Rhoden, Little and !

then started to run his pead-tace cars on
the drag strip and became Tasomdted by
the different challenge, Now allhis attention
15 dewneed to drag racing.

hm chose the Ram 850 12-%oll motor
for his powerplant. He put a light coat of
epoxy on the armatore and then balanced
it. The molor end plates were drastically
Jightened and polished with ¥4 -inch fangead
Ball bearings installed in them for the arm-
ature. The magnet and field laminations
were left strictly stock. The ultra-lizht frame
was made from Yeingh. sheel magnesiom
and was cleverly mounted ‘between’ the
motor end plates and the field laminations,
The small gear is a4 26-tooth stainless and
i5- mounicd [dnzide the endplate The large
eear s G5-tooth aluminum with a 64
degree pitch made by Weldun Engineeting.
The purpose of using such blg numerical
gears i5 1o move the motor as far forward
gs possible in the frame lo reduce the
amount of weight which must be added
to the mose of the car. The front wheels
are by Speedweay Products and have been
further lightened and polished by Fim.
Every parl on the car was kept to a mini-
mum weight fo aid ageeleration. The rear
wheels are by Crawford, Jim tried many
different rear fires on the carand the ones
that work best are. sheks by Riggin, The
brushes are stock but ‘the spring has been
replaced by the stronpesl ooe made by BEam
Engineering. The car employs a swing pick-
up which i5 sprung with . 020-inch piane
wire with Heght pressure. This cap really
runs on the drag stripe bt | think: (his
sarme bazic design could beapplied 10 a
winning road-race or figure eight car, Also
in the smaller version it wonld adapt very
well to the Pittman 65 matar for sherler
courses. 4

Middle: Eliminator, Jim Bartash, Top Gas =500

Eliminator and Iim Kirkwood, Top Fuel
Eliminator, They edch received larae tro
phies donated by the frack and a Ram &50)
moter donated by Baldwin Specialty Diss

tributors. Each class winner was awarded o

& trephi and three precision zears, which
were donated by Weldun Engincering, “Best
Appearing” and “Best Construcred” winners
recerved large trophics.

‘Car OF The Meet” 15 the 34 Ford Coupe
which wen altered clags and also Middle
Efiminalor. As if this wasn't encugh, it
alser wion "Best Appeacing”. The ear was
buile by Jim Rhoden who got his stard in
slol racing ahout three vears ago, Jim was
a real lerror on the roaid-race courses, He




